
Regardless of the qualitative research of a sociological nature, as well as research
carried out by professional bodies of interest to enterprises, there are two main 
sources in Morocco on the data collected and related to the Covid-19 epidemic.

Given the possibility of using these data to study inequality, it will be sufficient to 
address them through this presentation.

The presentation focuses on the following points: 
1- An overview of the epidemiological situation 
2- Statistics of epidemiological monitoring 
3- Field research
4- Some of the research results on the effect of the Corona virus on the  

economic, social and psychological situation of the searchable amid residency. 
5- Measures taken.

Introduction



Overview of the Epidemiological
Situation



Epidemiological Situation

Since the 

announcement of 

the epidemic in 

China in late 

January 2020, 

Morocco has been 

quick to take 

forward-looking, 

proactive 

measures in line 

with the evolution 

of the global 

epidemiological 
situation.



Covid-19 Epidemiological Situation



Source: HCP, The second phase of research on the impact of the Corona virus on the economic, social and 
psychological situation of families

• Recently, the extent to which families are close to the Covid-19 epidemic has been 
approached according to three levels, and it is related to the family's family milieu 
and its acquaintances, and its immediate geographical area (neighborhood / circle).

• At the end of the third week of June, a percentage representing 2.2% of families 
stated that there is a confirmed case of Covid-19 in their family milieu, while 5.4% 
of families reported that they are aware of a confirmed case of infection in their 
geographical environment, and 1% 9, that one of their acquaintances (friends or 
colleagues) sustained a confirmed injury.

• Consequently, it can be concluded that 90.5% of Moroccan families have not 
registered any confirmed case within their family milieu or their acquaintances. This 
percentage is higher in rural areas (94.8%) than in urban areas (88.4%).



Statistics of Epidemiological
Monitoring



Infection Conditions Variables
Traveled before symptoms

Place of departure / Date of departure

Arrival date / Place of entry upon arrival

Type of transport

Contact with a possible or confirmed case?

Contact date / Contact type

Was in contact with others?

Attendance at a hospital structure

City visited / Date of visit / Means of transport used

Has respiratory disease

Is the patient asymptomatic

Date of onset of symptoms

Symptoms

Other symptoms

Comorbidities



Information about the Medical Examination of 
Covid-19

Sampling date

Date received by the laboratory

Result

Techniques used

Result date



Region

Province

First and last name

Age

Sex

Nationality

Address

District

Town
The data collected is available at the Directorate of Epidemiology and Disease Control.
These data are published according to administrative division (regional authority) and rarely according to 
age or gender.

Stratigraphic Variables that can be used to study 
Differences



Field Research



Official Field Research
Source

Research 
Method

Sample Size
Completion 

Date
Research ObjectivesResearch Name

https://www.hcp.ma/
Principaux-resultats-
de-l-enquete-de-
conjoncture-sur-les-
effets-du-Covid-19-
sur-l-activite-des-
entreprises_a2499.ht
ml

Telephonic 
calls

4000 organized 
enterprises 
operating in the 
manufacturing, 
construction, 
energy, minerals, 
marine fishing, 
trade and non-
financial 
commercial 
services sectors

From 1 to 3 
April 2020

Qualitative research by organized 
enterprises with the aim of 
assessing the direct impact of the 
crisis resulting from the spread of 
the Covid-19 epidemic on the 
status of enterprises in Morocco

Situational 
research on the 
impact of Covid-19 
on the contracting 
activity

https://www.hcp.ma/
Enquete-sur-l-impact-
du-coronavirus-sur-la-
situation-
economique-sociale-
et-psychologique-des-

The phone 
using the 
collection 
method with 
the help of 
electronic 

2347 families 
belonging to the 
various social 
and economic 
classes of the 
Moroccan 
population, 
according to the 

From 14 to 
23 April 

2020

• Understand the level of 
effectiveness of quarantine,

• Familiarization with Corona 
virus (Covid-19), preventive 
measures,

• The extent of domestic supply 
of consumer products and 
hygiene items,

• Sources of income in the 

Research on the 
effect of Corona 
virus on the 
economic, social 
and psychological 
status of families



Stratigraphic variables to study differences according to research on the effect 
of coronavirus on the economic, social and psychological status of families

Place of residence: urban / rural

Social class: the affluent / middle class / poor class

Housing: «the luxurious and modern city» / «the new Moroccan city» / «the old city» / 
«random and fragile construction»,

Age / gender / sociology category for head of household / Cultural level / type of activity for 
the head of the household

The Commisioner informs that they will publish the raw data file for this research soon, 
after removing the personal data that transmits the identity of the respondents.



Some of the results of research on the effect 
of Corona virus on the economic, social and 
psychological status of families according to 

the place of residence



The degree of commitment to quarantine by household members (%)

Urban Rural Total

Totally 82.8% 69.3% 78.6%

Partially 17.0% 28.9% 20.7%

Never 0.2% 1.8% 0.7%

Total 100% 100% 100%

High Commission for Planning 2020



Knowing the symptoms of Covid-19

Losing the sense of 
Taste

Losing the sense of 
Smell

Muscles pain

Diarrhea

Fatigue

Runny nose / 
congestion

Shortness of Breath

Dry Cough

Fever

Urban
Rural
Total 

Source: High Commission for Planning 2020



Preventive practices to protect against the Corona virus (%)

Urban Rural Total

Wash hands with soap regularly 97% 95.5% 96.5%

Wearing face masks 74.6% 45.3% 65.4%

Avoid handshaking and physical salutations 63.9% 60.8% 63%

Less frequent outings 63% 53% 59.9%

Regular disinfection of surfaces 55.2% 40.5% 50.6%

Maintain, when out, a safety distance of not 
less than 1 meter

51.8% 40.8% 48.4%

Regular hand sanitization 54.4% 29.3% 46.6%

Avoiding points of sale (commercial centers, 
markets,…)

33.1% 27.8% 31.4%

Wearing gloves 7.5% 4.7% 6.6%

Work less outside the home or choose to 
work remotely

4% 2% 3.4%

Without any measures 0.1% 1.2% 0.5%

High Commission for Planning 2020



Sources of information about the pandemic (%)

Urban Rural Total

Links and information published via radio / 
TV

83.6% 93.1% 86.6%

Electronic Journalism 4% 1% 3.1%

Ministry of Health Website 1.8% 0.7% 1.4%

Health professionals (Doctors, nurses, 
pharmacists)

0.6% - 0.4%

Police and local authorities 0.4% 0.2% 0.3%

Social networks (Facebook, Twitter, .. ) 8% 2.3% 6.2%

Family and friends 1.4% 2.5% 1.7%

WHO or UNICEF Websites 0.3% - 0.2%

Other 0.1% 0.3% 0.1%

Total 100% 100% 100%

High Commission for Planning 2020



Inequality between the two means in the availability of protection products and hygiene items according to households

Face masks                  Gloves Disinfectants Thermometer Medicines

Sufficient quantities

Insufficient quantities 

Not available

Source: High Commission for Planning 2020

Urban  Rural  Total     Urban  Rural  Total   Urban  Rural  Total   Urban  Rural  Total   Urban  Rural  Total

Availability of hygiene products, protection materials and medicines in the household 
during quarantine (%)



Almost a third of 

families (34%) do not 

have any source of 

income because 

their activities were 

interrupted during 

quarantine.

(35% among rural 

families and 33% in 
urban families)

The percentage of households that have become without a source of income (%)

Source: High Commission for Planning 2020

Rich

Middle

Poor

Serial heads and upper cadres

Agricultural exploiters
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One in every five 
families received 
assistance from the 
state to compensate for 
the loss of work, with a 
great disparity between 
the two circles as well 
as the social classes.

Percentage of families who received state aid as a result of losing work (%)

CNSS RAMED Total

Place of Residence

Urban 7.8 14.5 22.3

Rural 1.9 9.3 11.2

Total 6 12.9 19

Socioeconomic Class

Poor 4.9 18.4 23.3

Middle 6.9 8.6 15.5

Rich NS - -

Total 6 12.9 19

Source: High Commission of Planning 2020



• Children studying for 18% of families do not 
follow lessons at all, and to a greater 
percentage in rural areas (29%) compared to 
urban areas (13%)

• This percentage reaches 21% of families with 
school children at the primary level, 33% in 
the rural milieu, compared to 14% in the 
urban milieu,

• At junior level, this percentage is 17%
• At secondary level, these percentages are 

18%

Regularity of following lessons via remote education (%)

Regular following    Irregular following     Not following

Primary Preparatory (Middle) Secondary Higher Education

Source: High Commission for Planning 2020



• Of the total number of families with one 
or more members of the family suffering 
from chronic diseases, about half of 
them (47.5%) were unable to obtain 
health services, 46% in the urban area 
and 53% in the rural area.

• Of the 29% of families with transient 
diseases, 40% did not have access to 
health services, 38% in the urban area 
and 44% in the rural area.

• The effect of quarantine on the coverage 
of child immunization. Of the total 
number of families with children of 
vaccination age (11% of Moroccan 
families), 36% were forced to abandon 
vaccination of their children, 43% in the 
rural environment and 31% in the urban 
environment.

The proportion of concerned households lack access to health services (%)

Source: High Commission for Planning 2020

Chronic Diseases            Transient Diseases.         Children Vaccination.            Reproductive Health            Antenatal
Consultations

Urban Rural Total



Excluding fear, the psychological 
consequences of quarantine are 
more severe in the urban setting 
than in the rural setting.

The psychological consequences of quarantine on households (%)

Source: High Commission for Planning 2020

Anxiety

Fear

Claustrophobia

Multiple phobias

Sleep disturbance

Boredom

Hypersensitivity/
nervousness

Appetite disorder

Fatigue

Depression

Urban
Rural
Total



Taken Measures



Generally, measures to combat the Covid-19 pandemic 
can be divided into three areas: health, economy and 
social order.
In each of these areas, initiatives by public institutions, 
the private sector and members of civil society have so 
far helped reduce the damage from the epidemic.

Source :www.policycenter.ma



On the health front:
• In this context, priority has been given to increasing the supply of health infrastructure. Civil society also 

contributed to this effort, especially the hotel establishments that put their rooms at the disposal of the 
medical frameworks mobilized in the front rows to confront the pandemic, as well as people in the recovery 
phase.

• This series was based on the credible, communicative health policy of the Ministry of Health, which strives 
every day to publish the outcome of disease progression development, as well as hygiene recommendations.

• The army placed its infrastructure and equipment at the disposal of the health system, and provided 
assistance through the field experiences it had accumulated in managing natural disasters.

• Commitment to “health isolation” in homes and restrict movement in the country as a necessary precaution 
to curb the spread of the virus from 20 March to 20 May 2020

• It is mandatory to apply protective masks for all persons allowed to move outside of the residence in 
exceptional cases starting on Tuesday, April 7 (and regularize their prices and take measures to provide them 
in abundance at all points of sale in the Kingdom;

• Prohibiting nightly commuting from the start of Ramadan every day from 7 pm to 5 am;
• Developing a downloadable electronic application on the mobile phone to track the interactions of positive 

cases with their potential contacts with a plate with different indicators.
• Initiate a "Quarantine Mitigation Scheme" starting July 19

Source: www.policycenter.ma



On the economic level:
An order from the King of Morocco, and then the creation of the “Corona Virus Pandemic 
Pandemic Fund”, for which the equivalent of 3 per cent of gross domestic product has been 
allocated, and the contribution of various private and public bodies. This fund is a mechanism 
for promoting risk sharing.
Through this fund, aid distributed to families in a vulnerable situation and those earmarked for 
enterprises seeks to prepare for the deterioration of the economy and its decline, and to try to 
control the recession curve.
Resorting to external financing is also subject to this comprehensive approach, which aims to 
protect the economy from the external shock experienced by the main sectors in the 
international market and tourism and to maintain external balances by compensating for the 
decline in foreign direct investment and regular containments.
Finally, monetary policy tries to provide a horizontal response by facilitating access to finance 
in order to keep pace with enterprises facing treasury problems and support demand by 
postponing loan repayments.

Source: www.policycenter.ma



On the social level:
Maintaining the social system. Through social assistance intended for specific groups and 
ensuring the continuation of activities of benefit, especially public facilities.
Specific measures have also been taken, directly or through the support of civil society 
associations, for the benefit of vulnerable groups including street children, persons with 
disabilities, the elderly and women in a difficult situation.
Particular attention was given to the prisoners, as a number of prisoners benefited from 
the royal pardon and took significant preventive measures to protect them from the 
spread of the virus.
The education system has adapted to technological developments in the time of the 
Corona virus, through the adoption of distance learning and the mobilization of public 
public media in disseminating and teaching lessons ...
As for public order, the armed forces have provided support to the rest of the state in 
the task of preserving public order, as well as awareness-raising activities for citizens 
through the “alert” system.



Thanks for your kind attention


